Phone Book Express 1.1





---------------------------------------------------------------


YOU MUST HAVE THE MICROSOFT DAO 3.0 OR 3.5 ALREADY INSTALLED!!!


---------------------------------------------------------------





Registration


NONE REQUIRED!  Well, that's not entirely true.  I refer to this program as Postcard-ware: It's almost freeware, except I would love to hear from anyone who has the time to fill out and send me a postcard!  Send your comments/frustrations/suggestions about the program to:





Bruce Goldstein


8330 E. Quincy Avenue, I-201


Denver, CO 80237





If you really don't wish to send a postcard (or, you already have!) and you wish to send me an e-mail, please do so to:





bgoldstein@rjconsult.com


or


bruce@istrat.com


or


bruce14@juno.com


[One of these should always work!]





Notes


You're free to distribute the program to whomever you wish as long as you distribute it in its original form.  You may also have received with this program all the Delphi 2.0 source.  I must mention a minor disclaimer here.  I did not necessarily write the most object-oriented code around.  I plan on doing major improvements in this area on the next version of Phone Book Express.  I wanted to get the code working, and as efficient as possible, within a reasonable time frame.





I realize that almost everyone and their brother has created a phonebook/contact database program as their first major project upon diving into a new programming environment.  You might say that this program is no different. Well, I hope after playing with the program a bit, you'll at least say it is VERY usable!  I created this program with the sole intention of having a highly intuitive and flexible program for maintaining all my business and personal contacts.  I wanted to create a slick program with lightning fast database access.  





Now that the code is done and distributed, I can concentrate on refinements.  Send me your comments!





Requirements


- Once again, YOU MUST HAVE THE MICROSOFT DAO 3.0 OR 3.5 ALREADY INSTALLED. (See comments below.)


- There is only the single EXE file that is required to be distributed for Phone Book Express.  A Help file will be added at a later time.


- It is for 32-bit systems only and it should be placed in a separate directory; an Access database will be created the first time the program is run.


- The memory requirements should be quite minimal; the program should be able to run on any CPU (using 32-bit OS, of course - WinNT or Win95) with minimal memory.





Initial Instructions


After the initial Phone Book Express screen appears, for the first time, you will need to create a phone book.  Go to File/New and use your first name as the name of the new phone book.  Your first name will make the most sense when it comes to the automatic creation of the report title (I hope to allow you to change this in the future).  Then, hit the Open icon or go to File/Open and choose your newly create phone book.  A blank record is automatically added to your new phone book so that you can immediately start adding information.  That's it...have fun!





This Version


Version 1.1 is the first release of this software as Postcardware.  Prior versions were used only for my personal sake.  My first phone book program was written in Clipper 5.2, then I moved it up to CA-Visual Objects 1.0, then Delphi 1.0, and now Delphi 2.0.





I used the MS DAO because it provided the absolute fastest access to a database, without going to ODBC API.  I absolutely hated the performance I achieved when using data-aware controls hooked up through Delphi's BDE!





I tried desperately to make the interface as intuitive as possible.  However, it's not beyond my capabilities to fail in this area.  Please send me your comments on how you feel I succeeded/failed in this regard.  Since there is no help file with this version, I hope that the interface speaks for itself.





Known Bugs


There is only one bug that I've seen (once), but I could not reproduce it.  Maybe it went away?  I saw this bug after the user created a new phone book and started to make entries into it.  We noticed that on some of the previously made entries, the City, State, and Zip Code fields were not saved in the database.  If you can reproduce this, please tell me how!!!





Future


There are quite a few improvements I want to make to this program.  I will also give serious consideration to any suggestions and comments I receive regarding the program (no, I won't automatically file them in the circular file!).  Some of the planned improvements are:





Split the screen into top and bottom halves.  The top half will remain pretty much the same as what you see now when a phonebook is opened.  The bottom half will have a table listing the pertinent information of all the phone numbers in the database.  A highlight bar in the table will indicate the current record which is being shown in the top half of the window.


Add a Help file.


Create an INI/Registry entry to set various options.  Should I make an INI file or use that ever-so-tiny Registry?!?


Automatic opening of the last phone book.


Unique title for each phone book; to be used for the window caption and printed phone book (reports).


The previous window sizes and positions.


Move all database functionality into a separate module allowing for a future swap of database engines.  Once this is done, I plan on looking into using ADO as my database engine of choice.  Of course, this means I ll have to distribute a slew of DLL's.


